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Support for cleantech innovation crucial
for meeting climate targets

Feedback from
companies and startups

is that they don’t
have the resources to
understand what’s out

there in terms of funding
as well as navigate

what often is a complex
application process.

Maike Althaus
Executive Director at Canada
CleanTech Alliance and the

Ontario Clean Technology Industry
Association

ADVANCING A PLANT-POWERED PLASTIC ALTERNATIVE

The journey for startup erthos Inc. started with
the determination to help tackle the global
plastic waste crisis and led to the development of
materials that are significantly greener and more
circular than their plastic counterparts.
In order to ensure these materials are

compatible with existing plastic technology – and
fit seamlessly into pre-existing supply chains – the
company built strategic relationships with plastic
manufacturers and global consumer packaged
goods supply chains.
The erthos team enlisted support from within

the innovation ecosystem, most notably from AB
InBev’s 100+ Accelerator, to turn its innovation
into a functional product. The result? A ground-
breaking keg-sealing plant-powered cap.
They may seem small, but keg caps account

for thousands of tonnes of global plastic
consumption annually. Keg caps made with
erthos’s resins, on the other hand, result in
significant water, energy and CO2 savings when
compared to their traditional plastic counterparts;
they are also compostable, biobased and entirely
non-toxic, thus food-contact safe.
Building on this success, erthos is currently in

the process of scaling up this resin’s production

process and working with major consumer
packaged goods brands and manufacturers to
replace other rigid, single-use plastics.
Dedicated to raising awareness about the

plastics challenge and the need to move towards
a more circular economy, the erthos team also
works with industry leaders and participates on
boards, councils and committees that govern the
development of compostable plastics – and the
industry at large.
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Solutions for a low-carbon future

If we want to start
talking about

sustainability and
intelligent cities, we
have to start thinking
about the integration

of [energy,
transportation and
telecom networks].

Dr. Bissan Ghaddar
Associate Professor of
Management Science

at Western’s Ivey
Business School

Western University advancing renewable energy adoption and smart cities



Decarbonizing buildings

Our deep
understanding
of how buildings
are designed,

constructed and
operated – paired
with extensive

experience in the
business of real

estate – allows us to
give project teams
the confidence

to achieve
positive change
by accelerating
the adoption of

solutions for a better
future.

Doug Webber
Principal at Purpose Building

A purposeful approach to lowering emissions from the built environment
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DIVERTING FOOD WASTE, FEEDING FAMILIES

About 5.8 million Canadians – including 1.4 million children – live
in food-insecure households, according to Statistics Canada. At
the same time, Second Harvest estimates that 58 per cent of all
the food produced across the country is wasted, with close to
80 per cent of this food loss happening in businesses along the
supply chain.

Beyond the social impact of food insecurity, this amount of food
waste generates 56 million tonnes of methane gas, which has a
significant detrimental impact on the environment.

Enter Be One to Give Inc. (B12Give), a for-profit social
enterprise that has developed an app that aims to connect with
over 127,000 food business operators with surplus food across
Canada.

B12Give created an on-demand business-to-business app that
provides retailers with the tools to eliminate 100 per cent of
surplus food with a limited shelf life from their daily operations.
Instead, they deliver it to agencies supporting people who are
food insecure.

With current partners, B12Give has already redistributed over
24,000 pounds of food to more than 18,000 people and diverted
roughly 90,000 pounds of methane gas from the atmosphere.

It’s the first app in Canada to facilitate the business-to-business
redistribution of surplus food, creating a circular food economy
that can easily be scaled to both national and international
markets.
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